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This Session

Business Central

Data quality starts at the 
beginning

Set up your data 
structures for success

Microsoft Fabric

nHanced  Mirroring

Preparing your semantic 
model (“cube”) for both 
reporting and AI



01 Business Central
Set up your ERP data structures to 

support your downstream aspirations



I know what Dimensions (in 
Business Central) are



I know how Dimensions in 
Business Central are inherited 
by transactions



We have updated our 
Dimensions once or more, since 
they were first configured



I do not need to correct 
Dimensions or categories in, or 
add mappings to my data, in my 
“reporting” processes



Dimensions in 
BC



Pitfalls we see 
with 

Dimensions













Default 
Dimension 
Behaviour

• BC merges default dimensions from every 
entity involved in the transaction

• Customer, Vendor, Item, G/L account –  and 
more

• BC checks for conflicts and follows a priority 
order

• Unless adjusted –  Header first, then line, and 
conflicts are then resolved by the lowest 
table ID



Further crucial
set-ups

• GL account hierarchy

• Accounting Periods

• Item costing methods –  margin analysis

• More than we can discuss today, 
depending on your analysis needs







Demo

Big _ Stat Layout



02 nHanced Mirroring
Business Central and Microsoft Fabric



Announcing
nHanced  Mirroring!
Near real-time replication to Fabric



• Recorded in BC, available in Fabric in 
minutes

• Supports custom tables and fields – no 
need for custom API endpoints for Fabric

• No development needed for incremental 
load of large tables

nHanced  
Mirroring
Near real-time 
replication to Fabric

Register your interest



Business Central configuration includes

• Entra Application (authentication)

• Extension installation

• Mirroring Profile

• Mirroring Groups

• Mirroring Tables

• Mirroring Fields

nHanced  
Mirroring
Near real-time 
replication to Fabric

Register your interest

























Microsoft Fabric configuration includes

• Create Mirrored Database

nHanced  
Mirroring
Near real-time 
replication to Fabric

Register your interest



Demo
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03 Preparing Data for AI
Get the most out of Fabric Data Agents



Data Agents
Deliver custom generative AI 

experiences for your data

Allow your users to talk to data in 
Fabric and in M365 Copilot

Create, curate and configure a 
data expert that you can trust , 
grounded in  on your data domain

Share Data Agent with other 
creators and consumers in Fabric

Lakehouse Warehouse EventhouseSemantic Model

Data Agent

OneLake

Mirrored Databases

Teams Fabric Copilot 
Studio 

Azure AI 
Foundry

M365 Public endpoint

Consumer





Preparing for a Data Agent

1

Optimise the Semantic Model

Ensure best practices, performant, as 
lean as possible

2

Run “Prep for AI” wizard

Establish an AI Data Schema, and add AI 
Instructions to your semantic model

3

Test and iterate

Test and validate responses from the data 
agent, and add additional AI instructions 
to improve responses



Guiding 
Principles

• Create specific agents over specific 
domains –  e.g. “Finance Assistant”

• Minimise scope -  the best way to do this 
is to use a specific semantic model 
(cube )

• Do the groundwork in that cube to enable 
trust



Semantic 
Model



Star 
schema 

wins



Business 
Terminology

• The same terminology that humans use in 
the business, must be embedded in the 
model

• Do users mean different things by sales, 
revenue, turnover, income , or are they all 
the same?

• Customers, clients, accounts, contacts

• This drives semantic model design and AI 
instructions





Prep for AI

• Guided wizard in Fabric for a semantic 
model

• AI schema (what tables, fields and 
measures can the agent see)

• AI instructions (guidance for common 
questions, patterns, terminology)



Demo
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Capture data at source 
with the end goal in mind

• You can’t outrun bad data

Adopt data modelling 
best practices

• You might have got away with it in reporting, 
you won’t with agents

• One source of reliable truth

Align to business 
terminology

• Ensure end user adoption by designing for 
how they will interact with the agent

The bottom line



Thank You.
www.node4.co.uk

moreinfo@node4.co.uk

End Slide Layout

mailto:moreinfo@node4.co.uk


How did we do?
Let us know, we’re all ears! 
Use the app and share your 
thoughts to help shape our 
future events.
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